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LISTEN

I’m leading a Bible study during Wednesday Night 
Live, based on the Book of Acts.  It’s quite detailed.  
What we do is read a few verses, then we go back and 
review various words and phrases, thus giving us a 
deeper understanding of what the passage has to say 
to us.  We are also developing a better understanding 
of the surroundings, events, customs and traditions of 
folk during the beginning of the church.  Here’s a 
fancy word for you… exegesis.  That’s what we are do-
ing in our study.

Exegesis is a lot like going for a good walk in the 
woods… slowly.  A good, slow walk is when you take the 
time to take in all that is surrounding you. Up, down, 
side-ways, behind, everywhere. Maybe you see an un-
usual spider on a leaf, so you get real close to it and 
study it for a while.  You wonder what kind of a spider 
it is, what does it eat, how does it defend itself?    
You walk a few more feet, and you spy a set of deer 
tracks, so you squat down with your nose practically to 
the ground, and you see where the deer ran to, you 
squint your eyes as you peer through the weeds and 
the tree branches and you see the deer nestled on a 
bed of leaves.  You never would have seen the unique 
spider or the deer that God created if you sped 
through the forest, would you?

I always feel refreshed and rejuvenated when I’ve 
spent quality time with Jesus.  That’s what we do in 
Bible study, and quite frankly, I feel like I’m with 
Christ as I wander out in the woods or fish and wade 
in a local stream.

In Acts 1:3 we learn that Jesus was with the apostles 
for forty days before his ascension into heaven.  Can 
you imagine spending forty days with the resurrected 
Jesus and how that would affect your life?  I invite 
you to do just that.  Commit to the next forty days of 
Bible study, prayer, worship, and acts of mercy.  See 
what happens.  I guess you could say it’s like a walk on 
the wild side.

Grace and Peace,

Pastor Bill

Over the summer, I began looking for “real work”.  
I do some volunteering, but was looking to provide a 
little to my family’s financial situation.  I was of-
fered a job that would be a ministry to people in 
our community.  I jumped on the offer, feeling 
called by God to do this work and excited that God 
had led me to a plan where I might be able to help 
Genesis after all.  I worked for just over a month.  
This week, I lost the job.  A job that I really felt 
called to do.  After a month or so of investing my 
heart and time and effort, I was let go.  I spent a 
few days deciding if I was going to continue to vol-
unteer in ministry for God, or if I was going to give 
it up and find “real work”.  I was given the option to 
transfer to another non-profit group, if I would 
continue with the program.  My feelings were hurt.  
I had really wanted the job that I felt called to do.  
Now I just wanted to quit.  I was given a few days 
to decide whether or not I would stay.  In my 
heart, I had already decided to leave.  It was too 
hard.  It required 35 hours a week.  I had too many 
commitments already.  What if the next place did-
n’t work out either?  I decided I would at least 
hear my options if I stayed, before making a final 
decision.  The option that was given to me:  Genesis.

The director of the program I work for called 
them and scheduled my interview.  All I had to do 
now was go.  I interviewed and was hired.  But, even 
though it was a great opportunity, I was too scared 
to put myself out there again.  I had some soul 
searching to do.  In my mind, I was already looking 
for other work.  I prayed over it and asked God 
what His direction was for me.  He answered with 
the peace of knowing that this is something else I 
was being called to do.  It took me a few hours to 
accept their offer, but I know that this is God’s 
will and I will find great joy in finally being able to 
give back some of what God has given me.  I am so 
very thankful that God has opened a door that my 
heart had been knocking on for so long.

Psalm 37:4, “Delight yourself in the Lord and He 
will give you the desires of your heart.”

Anonymous

EDUCATION

Hello Family,

Most of you know by now that Jon and I are ex-
pecting our fourth child in about 6 weeks.  As I 
sit down to write this, my thoughts are con-
sumed with this little miracle inside of me that  
seems to take up more space than he has.  I am 
not just thinking about the addition to the Oet-
inger household, but to OUR family.

What makes a family?  Merriam Webster de-
fines a family as “a group of individuals living un-
der one roof and usually under one head.”  Well, 
that does define us and what we are, right?  We 
are a group of people who spiritually live under 
one head.  Hopefully I don’t need to spell that 
out.  Well, in case you are a blonde like me, I’ll 
explain.  God, Jesus, Heavenly Father, Alpha and 
Omega.

Next question...What do I want primarily for our 
family?  At the Oetinger house, I would like to 
think we are accepting, forgiving, supportive, 
boring, pushy, and loving.  I put pushy in there 
because I think that one of the most important 
things when being a part of a family is to push 
the rest of the family to grow and be their best.  
I refer you to Hebrews 10:24 “And let us con-
sider how we may spur one another on toward 
love and good deeds.”  I think about OUR Church 
Family - do we show that enough?  I am proud to 
say that over the past 7 months with this preg-
nancy, I have seen an outpouring of love, faith, 
support for me and Gunner (baby’s name).

I wanted to write this as my last newsletter ar-
ticle as Chair of the Education Ministry Team to 
tell you thank you so much for helping me grow  
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NOT MY PLAN
I come from a place that too many people understand 
these days.  A place of violence, sexual abuse, drugs, 
and little to no parenting.  I have watched my mother 
struggle through a lifetime of bad decisions and even 
today I endure knowing she is still on drugs and in a 
destructive relationship.  It’s not an easy place to be.

When Genesis was built a year or two ago, I drove by 
and felt drawn to be a part of that kind of healing.  I 
felt as if, with God’s help, I am free of the demons 
and patterns that have haunted me and followed me 
throughout my life.  I wanted to give back to God what 
He has given and still abundantly gives to me: hope.  
But, as life goes, I got busy.  If you knew me, that 
would probably be the one word you would use to de-
scribe me.  Still, each time I drove by Genesis, I got 
that “Holy Nudge” to participate.  For a while.  Eventu-
ally, if you ignore the “Holy Nudge” long enough, it will 
go away.

Then an opportunity presented itself.  The director of 
Genesis came to our church when we organized the 
Trivia Challenge.  Proceeds went to Genesis and she 
was there to receive our gift and to explain how our 
gift would be used.  I found a moment to steal her 
away and told her I had experience with the kind of 
life those women were trying to escape and that I 
would love to be used over there, if they could.  We 
exchanged phone numbers and I thought I was well on 
my way to being able to give back.  But again, the busy-
ness got the best of both of us - me and the director-
and we never made the connection to get me plugged 
in.

I had tried.  I had even put it behind me thinking 
maybe (even though I desperately wanted to be there) 
God was telling me, “No.”  Maybe it would be more 
hurtful for me to remember and maybe I couldn’t be 
helpful to the other women.  Maybe….

I have learned that God doesn’t say no.  He says, 
“Yes!” He says, “Not yet.” And He says, “I have some-
thing better in mind for you.”



The Angel Food Ministry program has gone full cir-
cle since our church decided to get involved in the 
program.  Just think about the number of families 
it is helping.  I have expressed your wishes to our 
host church and they have listened (sounds like ex-
pressing our needs to God...He helps in his timing, 
not ours).  Regardless, we have been heard.  You 
are now able to order any of the menu items on the 
flyer, meaning you don’t have to order the original 
box to take advantage of the specials.  Plus, they 
have added the Senior Meals and Allergen-free 
boxes.

Angel Food orders can now be placed on line.  All 
you have to do is go to the Angel Food Ministries 
web site www.angelfoodministries.com and click on 
“Order On Line”, fill in our zip code 65583 and 30 
miles; scroll down and click on Sleeper United 
Methodist Church (Evelyn Fiegenbaum); follow the 
prompts to place your order.  You do need to have 
a credit card ready.  A $1 convenience fee will be 
added to your purchase.  You will still be picking up 
your order at our church here in Waynesville.  EBT 
orders will still have to be made in person by sign-
ing the voucher at our church.  Plus, if you want to 
continue ordering as before, continue to do so.

Your Angel Food order for November is due by Nov 
6 and is to be picked up on Nov 21 between the 
hours of 11 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.  Call (573) 774-
5287 for more information.

There are many people in our community who need 
a box of Angel Food, so if you would like to donate 
a box, it would be much  appreciated.  You may des-
ignate who the box is to go to on the order or we 
will pick a family.  If you have any questions or 
comments, please call me at 774-5287.

Georgiann Jensen,
Missions in Action Team  
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The Festival of Sharing has come to a close for 2009!  
Thousands of people showed up to support those in 
need with a celebration of hope, peace, unity, and the 
transformation of our community and the world!

A joyful 'thanks' to those who supported the Festival 
of Sharing here locally.  Between our church family, 
local businesses, and those in the community, we were 
able to raise $2,350 in kits and monetary donations!  
Each year, we gain momentum in what we are actually 
able to contribute.  This year, we were approximately 
300% over previous years’ contributions.

A special thanks to those businesses that supported 
the Festival of Sharing by allowing us to place dona-
tion bins at their establishments:  H & R Block of 
Waynesville and Fort Leonard Wood, Untamed Tuners 
Car Club, Diane's Beauty Salon, Security Bank of Pu-
laski County, Cook's Day Spa, Young at Heart, Seda's 
Gift Shoppe, Café Italia, and Route 66 Music.

Also a special thanks to Jim and Marilyn Philips, Laura 
Milner, and Karen Morgan for their participation in 
the 8-Hour Workout Marathon in support of the Fes-
tival of Sharing!  You raised $798!   Also Karen put in 
countless hours as Missions in Action Team Chief to 
make this happen!  Thanks, Karen!

Last year the festival's total donations and in-kind 
donations totaled over one million dollars!  When I 
find out the total for this year, I'll give you an up-
date. Thanks again for your joyful giving.

Julie Johnson,  Missions in Action Team 

     

      

Page 3

God created the world and He entrusted us to care 
for it.  Recycling is one of many options for us to ex-
hibit our concern.  St. Robert, Waynesville and Ft. 
Leonard Wood all have recycling programs already in 
place. 
1) In Waynesville, the Good Samaritan Resource 

Center accepts donations of aluminum cans, card-
board, newspaper, magazines and rags for recy-
cling used to help defray overhead costs.  

2) The Wal-Mart in St. Robert provides two bins at 
each entrance for aluminum cans, plastic bags 
and plastic bottles.  The money from the sale of 
the aluminum cans supports the Children’s Mira-
cle Network.  

3) There is also a recycling center in St. Robert 
that will dispose of,  by appointment, paint or 
TVs for a small fee.   Call 573-336-5155.  They 
can also provide an industrial sized shredder to 
safely dispose of outdated business records, etc.

4) Another way to support the children in our com-
munity is to save your “Box Tops for Education” 
labels that are on many food packages as well as 
Campbell’s Soup and juice labels.  Turn them in  
to any of the schools in our area.

These are just a few simple ways that you can “Dare 
to Care” for your environment and your neighbors.

May God continue to bless you so that you may be a 
blessing!

The Nurture Ministry Team

EDUCATION (continued from page 2, column 2)

in my faith this year.  It is more than I could have 
imagined.  You spurred me to more good deeds. 

I deeply thank you for improving me as a mother, 
friend, wife, and as a follower of Christ.  There are 
no words to thank you enough.

Since it takes a village to raise a family, I ask that 
you help me with the Oetinger children by showing 
them the love and understanding you have shown me 
this past year.  I know I don’t need to ask as you have 
done that already.  I love you all, MY family, and I 
hope that I can spur you to do more.

Kasha Oetinger,
Education Ministry Team

Visit the Ozarks North District website
for helpful info:

www.ozarksumc.org

You are invited to a 100th Birthday Open House for 
Nelson Gilbert Morgan from 2-4 p.m. Sunday, Nov 1, 
at the Waynesville Career Center in Waynesville, 
MO.  Cake and light snacks will be served.  No gifts 
please, he just wants to say HI!  Cards will be appre-
ciated.  If you have questions, call Nelson or Betty 
Morgan at 573-774-2400.

TIME CHANGE!
Daylight Savings Time ends Sat. Oct 31, 
Central Standard Time begins Nov 1, so 
don’t forget to set your clocks back one (1) 
hour.  You don’t want to be late for wor-
ship, do you?




