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PENTECOST 1S MAY 23
I_.%IJ.:.’““. Pentecost, the day the Holy Spirit came from heaven, is celebrated as the birthday of the
'f.leart Christian Church. Why? Because all followers of Jesus who were present in the Upper Room
were filled with the Holy Spirit and empowered to spread the gospel all over the world. In
other words, they were equipped to fulfill the mission Jesus commanded them to do, “Go and
make disciples...” (Mathew 28:19). The first Christian churches were soon established. Come prepared to
honor the fulfillment of God's promise to bring the kingdom of heaven to the world. Bring a friend, and don't
forget to WEAR RED, which symbolizes the fire of the Holy Spirit.

COMING TO ANNUAL CONFERENCE, JUNE 4-7, IN SPRINGFIELD?

IT you've never been to a United Methodist Annual Conference this may well be the perfect year to attend.
Lay Leader Dennis Hutchinson and Lay Delegate Laura Milner are the church’s voting representatives. In
addition, District Lay Leader Butch O'Riley, seminary student Sarah Watson and your pastors will round out
the Waynesville group. Those who attended the Missions workshop last year may be interested in hearing
more from Michael Slaughter, senior pastor from Ginghamsburg UMC in Ohio. He will be speaking Saturday,
June 5 at 8 a.m and leading workshop later in the day.

Also on Saturday, June 5 at 7 p.m. Pastor Bill will be in the 2010 class to be ordained a full elder. Bishop
Robert Schnase will preside. Bishop Robert Hayes from the Oklahoma Conference is the guest preacher.
After the service there will be a time of fellowship and refreshment in Juanita K. Hammons auditorium.

Are you curious about how UM pastors are appointed? Does the itinerancy process seem mysterious? It
won't if you come on Monday, June 7 at 8 a.m. Bishop Schnase’s lesson is titled, “Toward a Mission-
Driven Appointment System.” He will explain the process that the cabinet (he and our 12 district superin-
tendents from across the state) use to determine where pastors will serve for the next year. I hope many
will come from our congregation to explain the process to those who are unable to attend. 1t will be quite a
learning experience.

See you in church, Pastor Londia



Page 2

LISTEN

GOD!

When you come to a worship service at Waynesville
United Methodist Church you will consistently hear
Sunday after Sunday without fail... “God is good! All
the time!” and “All the time, God is good!” No mat-
ter how tough life seems to get, or no matter how low
the valley or how high the hill, 1 know that God is
Good! It is important to me to say this. Before |
heard the call to ministry, I was in a really bad life-
situation that seemed completely hopeless, but some-
how I managed to get to church on most Sundays; and
every time - 1 will never forget this - my pastor, Rev.
David Sears always began each message with “God is
good! and “All the time...” We would answer back “God
is Good!” During those darkest hours of trials and
tribulations, 1 could hear David's voice proclaiming God
is good. It gave me hope, some peace, and the promise
of joy to come. I want that for folks in our congrega-
tion and outside the walls of this church. Ever so of-
ten, someone will come up to me and say, “You know so
and so was happening in my life, but 1 kept hearing,
‘God is Good, and 1 got through it. God got me
through it. God is good!”

God is love, and as Paul so beautifully said, we are in
God (Acts 17:28). Therefore, since we are in God and
God is love, then we (all of humanity) are in love. God
has no limits, just as God's love has no boundaries. It
is a love that must not be contained, as if it were a
well used to water our flock of sheep, damned up so
that no one else can drink from it.

God doesn't want us to keep love to ourselves but to
share it freely with all of His creation. In other
words, my understanding of God is that we as the body
of Christ need to stop messing around, playing church
as if it were some kind of country club for the chosen
few and get out there and be the body of Christ. We
need to sacrifice our comfort zones, taking part in
this beautiful mess that God has spoken into being

and creating moments of love so that others can be

“in love” too.

I understand God to be invitational, always beckon-
ing us, consistently reaching out to us to take part in
a restorative relationship into His creation, asking
for a full and robust, participatory relationship. For
those of you who wish to get theologically technical,
we call this prevenient grace. My understanding of
God is that He has a faith in us, enough faith in us
to sacrifice Jesus Christ so that we may live forever
with God.

I pray that if you are going through some tough
times or good times, that you would know and feel
that God is good, that God is love and that God is
certainly invitational - calling you into an amazing
relationship with Him.

Grace and Peace, Pastor Bill
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CHURCH COUNCIL

The church council with a unanimous vote of
members present, voted to move into a “Leadership
Accountability” structure. 1t will be presented at
church conference for final vote and approval by the
district superintendent. 1T passed, this change in
governance will go into effect 1 January 2011.

This re-organizational structure will give us the
ability to better utilize our time, skills, efforts and
finances to fulfill our mission to make disciples of
Jesus Christ. It will also better enable us to
evaluate our successes, strengths, and identify
areas which require improvement.

Under this structure, the senior pastor supervises
and evaluates staff, provides spiritual leadership and
is accountable to the church council and district su-
perintendent. We will have paid and unpaid staff to
manage the on-going involvement of members and
constituents in our various ministries. These staff
members are also accountable to the senior pastor.

The church council, comprised of ten members, will
set policy, handle select issues and evaluate the
senior pastor. Membership of the council will
rotate, with each member serving for three

years. The church council is accountable to the

church conference. (continued on next page)



This model is explained in the book “Winning on
Purpose”. Copies of the book are available in the
church library. Between now and church confer-
ence (Oct/Nov), please keep this in prayer. Our
goal is to improve the effectiveness of WUMC in
reaching out to our community in making disciples
of Jesus Christ and in advancing each member’s
own walk with Christ.

In His Service,
Jim Phillips, Church Council Chair

LIBRARY
NEWS

I would like to thank those who have donated to the
library. This is a great help in maintaining an up-to-
date library. The current books are displayed in the
small welcome area near the office. Take a look and
CHECK THEM OUT. If you have a book that you
think would be beneficial and interesting to the li-
brary, please let me know. We have many commentar-
ies, dictionaries and Bible helps to aid in your studies.
There are devotionals, inspirational and self-help
books. The Christian Life and Walk section is filled
with the joy of walking with Christ.

Try reading “He Loves Me”. 1t is about the relation-
ship God has always wanted with you. He Loves Me?
He Loves Me Not? I got a raise. He Loves Me. |
didn't get a promotion. He Loves Me Not. Something
in the Bible inspired me. He Loves Me. I let my anger
get the best of me. He Loves Me Not.

Is this your relationship with God? You have a Father
like no other, HE LOVES YOU ALWAYS. He is a God

we love to fear. Is that an interesting remark? Read
the book and find out why you love to fear Him.

Blessings, Annette Troutt, Librarian
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A great BIG thank you to everyone who helps out
with our meals and snack times, by bringing in des-

serts and baked goodies.

The meals served for Wednesday Night Live Bible
Study will go on Hiatus for the summer, after school
is out. Not to worry, you can still feed your soul.
The Bible Studies WILL continue on Wednesday
nights.

We are in need of servants for the Sunday morning
Welcome Center. Please consider assisting just once
a month. We need help for both services. First
service attendees would help start coffee, set up,
and put out donuts before service. Second service
attendees replenish snacks, empty coffee pots and
clean up after service. We would like to have a
rotating list of helpers.

We have so greatly appreciated the willingness of
those donating food and time to serve for the two
funeral meals we provided this year. It is one small
gesture of love we can show to our grieving
families.

Blessings and friendship,
Marilyn Phillips & Jeannie Lienard
Fellowship Team Co-Chairs

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

Dear Waynesville United Methodist Church members
and volunteers,

Thank you very much for everything you did for our
family during our son Nathan's memorial service. We
appreciate everyone and all you did. Setting up the
church and the Fellowship Hall and the tables of
drinks & snacks, was very nice.

Thank you everyone for giving your time and comfort.

Sincerely,
Steve & Cheryl Dalgetty, Adrian & Elizabeth






