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LENT -- FOCUS ON THE CROSS
The season of Lent continues through this month, ending on Saturday, April 3. During these 40
s days, we prepare for Easter by fasting, praying, confessing and repenting of our sins. There
Heart would be no empty tomb without the sacrifice of the rugged cross. Is your Fasting Card in a
place where you are reminded to give up something to be a better disciple? Are you having dif-
ficulty keeping your fast? Consider reading Fasting by Scot McKnight (Thomas Nelson Pub,
2009). This book may help you understand how fasting strengthens the mind, body and spirit.
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The Chancel Choir and Praise Band will join together for an Easter Musical, in both services, on March 28,
which is Passion/Palm Sunday. Bring unchurched family & friends. Holy Week begins this day.

Maundy Thursday, April 1 at 6:30 p.m., will be a time to re-live Jesus’ teachings and practices on servant lead-
ership. Pastor Bill and I will wash feet as Jesus washed the disciples’ feet. We will also come to the Lord's Ta-
ble for Holy Communion, to honor the night that Jesus initiated the sacrament.

Good Friday, April 2 at 6:30 p.m., will be a time to reflect on the sacrificial love that led Jesus to the cross.
Together we will learn what The Book of Jonah has to do with the cross and grave.

EASTER -- FOCUS ON THE EMPTY TOMB

Celebrate the resurrection of our Lord beginning at 6:30 a.m. with Sunrise Service, outside. Feel the Son rise
in our hearts as the sun rises in the sky. Pastor Bill will be preaching “Amazed” from Luke 24:1-12. The UM
Men’s group will warm us with a hot breakfast at 7:30 a.m. Traditional worship will be at 9 a.m. and Praise &
Worship at 11:30 a.m. with the sermon, “The Third Day,” based on Acts 10:34-43. What better time to bring
unchurched family and friends than the holiest day of the year?

CONGRATULATIONS, PASTOR BILL

The whole congregation celebrates with Pastor Bill on his
unanimous recommendation for ordination. Bishop Schnase
will preside over the ceremony this June in Springfield. |
hope many of you will be able to attend Annual Conference
with us.

See you in church, Pastor Londia
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age Kind of puts an interesting twist on Lent, doesn't it?

I mean, if you honestly fast with Jesus, no telling
what you and Jesus will be like once you rise out of
your old self and fly into a new life. We should hold
the same anticipation of a child whose nose is pressed
up against the aquarium waiting for the mystery to
unfold.

LISTEN

When 1 was a kid attending Henry Hough Elementary
School (not too long ago), our teacher Mrs. Lazavik
brought to class an ugly old cocoon carefully placed in
an aquarium. Most of us had seen cocoons before; it's

Incidentally, did you know that the butterfly stage is
also called the "imago" stage? Imago, of course is

Latin for image. 1'm sure you've heard of the /imago
dei (we've talked about it), which is Latin for the im-

not like it was anything new. Yet it was exciting to know
that soon one day, a butterfly would break out of that
dreary old shell and take flight with wings made of a
spectacular array of vibrant colors. And so every day
for the next two weeks, all of us kids would rush into
the room, bumping and nudging, pressing our little noses
to the side of the aquarium to see if the butterfly had
emerged.

We were so excited! Everyone loves a good mystery.
The cocoon was no exception. We could not wait to see
what the butterfly looked like after it spent those days
transforming within the cocoon.

Which reminds me that...the butterfly has been a sym-
bol of resurrection in the Christian community for hun-
dreds, if not thousands (no more than two thousand)
years. The ancient Christians compared the cocoon to
death and transformation and the butterfly to a new,
victorious life of beauty and grace....

And that reminds me that Easter is almost here. But
before we get to Easter, we must live through a season
of Lent, a time to reflect on our mortality and on those
sins we possess or act out on that keep us from being
the people God intends us to be. As Matthew reports in
Matt. 4:1-10, Jesus fasted for 40 days; and so as Jesus
did, we too should fast.

Have you ever stopped to really ponder on the meaning
of Jesus' last words in Matthew when he said, "1 will be
with you always, to the end of the age (28:20)." That is
a pretty powerful promise. Maybe the fact that he
waited until the end of the story has significance.

So while we fast, think about this... Jesus is with you.
He"s saying, "you can do this, we can both do this to-
gether. And when Easter comes, we will emerge out of
the cocoon as a butterfly that symbolizes new life, and
a new image!"

age of God. So what I'm getting at is that through
Lent, and the practice of fasting with Jesus, could it
be that we may emerge on Easter in the image of
God? During the remainder of Lent, meditate as you
fast....

Fast with Jesus. Die (not literally) with Jesus. In
a tomb/cocoon with Jesus. Resurrect with Jesus.
Transform with Jesus. Emerge with Jesus.

THANK YOU!

Dear Church Family,

As you know, I was approved by the Board of Min-
istry for ordination at Annual Conference this
June. Of course you are all invited to attend this
event in Springfield! Thank you for your prayers...
especially the mega prayer that occurred the Sun-
day before the Board interviews, when so many of
you laid your hands on me and prayed during both
worship services. 1'm sure there were at least 100
of you. 1 have to tell you that I felt a calmness
and a boldness that only comes from love of
friends and family, and the Holy Spirit. Also, I am
thankful for the 6:00 a.m. phone prayer as Dawn
and 1 headed up to Columbia that cold February
morning. Furthermore, your cards, BIG, GIANT
CAKE, doughnuts, triple dipped chocolate malt
balls, Jelly Bellies, muffins, lunches, holy conversa-
tions, phone calls, emails, text messages, hugs and
handshakes (did I mention prayers?) really blew me
away! So thank you Waynesville United Methodist
Church. Thank you from the bottom of my heart.

Grace and Peace, Pastor Bill

PS: Thanks also for the wonderful birthday cards!






