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  March Birthdays   March Anniversaries
Christie Dillon 1st
Lee Ousley 3rd
Marianne Ward 3rd
Adam Grosskreutz 4th
Andrea Friend 8th
Eric Bays 9th
Ashley Harkins 9th
Matt Miller 9th
Terri Mulvihill 10th
Jim Smithmier 11th
Katie Pritchard 13th
Gracie O’Donnell 14th
Marilyn Smith 15th
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LENT -- FOCUS ON THE CROSS
The season of Lent continues through this month, ending on Saturday, April 3. During these 40 
days, we prepare for Easter by fasting, praying, confessing and repenting of our sins. There 
would be no empty tomb without the sacrifice of the rugged cross. Is your Fasting Card in a 
place where you are reminded to give up something to be a better disciple? Are you having dif-
ficulty keeping your fast? Consider reading Fasting by Scot McKnight (Thomas Nelson Pub,

                       2009).  This book may help you understand how fasting strengthens the mind, body and spirit.

The Chancel Choir and Praise Band will join together for an Easter Musical, in both services, on March 28, 
which is Passion/Palm Sunday. Bring unchurched  family & friends.  Holy Week begins this day.

Maundy Thursday, April 1 at 6:30 p.m., will be a time to re-live Jesus’ teachings and practices on servant lead-
ership. Pastor Bill and I will wash feet as Jesus washed the disciples’ feet. We will also come to the Lord’s Ta-
ble for Holy Communion, to honor the night that Jesus initiated the sacrament.

Good Friday, April 2 at 6:30 p.m., will be a time to reflect on the sacrificial love that led Jesus to the cross. 
Together we will learn what The Book of Jonah has to do with the cross and grave.    

EASTER -- FOCUS ON THE EMPTY TOMB
Celebrate the resurrection of our Lord beginning at 6:30 a.m. with Sunrise Service, outside. Feel the Son rise 
in our hearts as the sun rises in the sky. Pastor Bill will be preaching “Amazed” from Luke 24:1-12. The UM 
Men’s group will warm us with a hot breakfast at 7:30 a.m. Traditional worship will be at 9 a.m. and Praise & 
Worship at 11:30 a.m. with the sermon, “The Third Day,” based on Acts 10:34-43. What better time to bring 
unchurched family and friends than the holiest day of the year? 

CONGRATULATIONS, PASTOR BILL
The whole congregation celebrates with Pastor Bill on his 
unanimous recommendation for ordination. Bishop Schnase 
will preside over the ceremony this June in Springfield. I 
hope many of you will be able to attend Annual Conference 
with us.

See you in church, Pastor Londia

Patti Goforth 17th
Dennis Hutchinson 18th
Robert Earl 19th
Joan Murray 19th
Allie Hillman 20th
Viviane Wadleigh 22nd
Autumn Graber 22nd
Jena Hull 22nd
Maggie Montgomery 23rd
Tim Clouse 25th
Andrew Sanders 28th
Justin Stone 29th
Heather Bays 30th
Dawnalynn O’Neal 31st

Willie & Chris Rowell 5th
Butch & Becky O’Riley 17th
Jerry & Casey Swadley 26th

Weekly Bulletin Reminder
Announcements and inserts for the 

weekly bulletin should be submitted to 
the church office by close of business on 

the Wednesday prior to 
publication date. 
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LISTEN

THANK YOU!

Dear Church Family,

As you know, I was approved by the Board of Min-
istry for ordination at Annual Conference this 
June. Of course you are all invited to attend this 
event in Springfield!  Thank you for your prayers... 
especially the mega prayer that occurred the Sun-
day before the Board interviews, when so many of 
you laid your hands on me and prayed during both 
worship services.  I'm sure there were at least 100 
of you.  I have to tell you that I felt a calmness 
and a boldness that only comes from love of 
friends and family, and the Holy Spirit.  Also, I am 
thankful for the 6:00 a.m.  phone prayer as Dawn 
and I headed up to Columbia that cold February 
morning.  Furthermore, your cards, BIG, GIANT 
CAKE, doughnuts, triple dipped chocolate malt 
balls, Jelly Bellies, muffins, lunches, holy conversa-
tions, phone calls, emails, text messages, hugs and 
handshakes (did I mention prayers?) really blew me 
away!  So thank you Waynesville United Methodist 
Church.  Thank you from the bottom of my heart.

Grace and Peace, Pastor Bill

PS: Thanks also for the wonderful birthday cards!

When I was a kid attending Henry Hough Elementary 
School (not too long ago), our teacher Mrs. Lazavik 
brought to class  an ugly old cocoon carefully placed in 
an aquarium.  Most of us had seen cocoons before; it's 
not like it was anything new.  Yet it was exciting to know 
that soon one day,  a butterfly would break out of that 
dreary old shell and take flight with wings made of a 
spectacular array of vibrant colors.  And so every day 
for the next two weeks, all of us kids would rush into 
the room, bumping and nudging, pressing our little noses 
to the side of the aquarium to see if the butterfly had 
emerged.

We were so excited!  Everyone loves a good mystery.  
The cocoon was no exception.  We could not wait to see 
what the butterfly looked like after it spent those days 
transforming within the cocoon.

Which reminds me that...the butterfly has been a sym-
bol of resurrection in the Christian community for hun-
dreds, if not thousands (no more than two thousand) 
years.  The ancient Christians compared the cocoon to 
death and transformation and the butterfly to a new, 
victorious life of beauty and grace....

And that reminds me that Easter is almost here.  But 
before we get to Easter, we must live through a season 
of Lent, a time to reflect on our mortality and on those 
sins we possess or act out on that keep us from being 
the people God intends us to be.  As Matthew reports in 
Matt. 4:1-10, Jesus fasted for 40 days; and so as Jesus 
did, we too should fast.

Have you ever stopped to really ponder on the meaning 
of Jesus' last words in Matthew when he said,  "I will be 
with you always, to the end of the age (28:20)." That is 
a pretty powerful promise.  Maybe the fact that he 
waited until the end of the story has significance.

So while we fast, think about this... Jesus is with you.  
He's saying, "you can do this, we can both do this to-
gether.  And when Easter comes, we will emerge out of 
the cocoon as a butterfly that symbolizes new life, and 
a new image!"

THANK YOU CARDS

We thank you as a family.  We were overwhelmed by 
the generous dinner you provided for us after Jim’s 
funeral.  It was such a blessing to be able to gather 
together and be ministered to that way.  May your 
goodness and loving kindness be returned to you and 
multiplied over as only God can.  
Sincerely, Martha Cole

***********

Thank you for the glass plaque and CD.  We have de-
cided to put it in a place where it will be seen by us 
and everyone who comes into our home. Thanks for 
your prayers.  We think of you often. James & 
Loretta Carson

Kind of puts an interesting twist on Lent, doesn't it?  
I mean, if you honestly fast with Jesus, no telling 
what you and Jesus will be like once you rise out of 
your old self and fly into a new life.  We should hold 
the same anticipation of a child whose nose is pressed 
up against the aquarium waiting for the mystery to 
unfold.

Incidentally, did you know that the butterfly stage is 
also called the "imago" stage?  Imago, of course is 
Latin for image.  I'm sure you've heard of the imago 
dei (we’ve talked about it), which is Latin for the im-
age of God.  So what I’m getting at is that through 
Lent, and the practice of fasting with Jesus, could it 
be that we may emerge on Easter in the image of 
God?  During the remainder of Lent, meditate as you 
fast….

Fast with Jesus. Die (not literally) with Jesus. In 
a tomb/cocoon with Jesus.  Resurrect with Jesus. 
Transform with Jesus. Emerge with Jesus.

EDUCATION

Have you seen the 
changes in our 
church education 
ministry lately?  
Wow.  Almost 
every classroom in 
the church is 
buzzing with kids, youth and adults learning about 
the Bible and God’s plan for the salvation of us all.  
If you or your family and friends aren’t in an educa-
tion class yet, we have great news.  To accommodate 
our mobile military and civilian community, our on-
going Sunday School and Wednesday Night Live 
classes are designed for drop-in visitors and for 
those who want to jump into a class.  

We also have new classes starting all the time that 
may be just what you are looking for.  To make it 
easier to find a class right for you, we have listed 
our Sunday School adult classes as beginning, inter-
mediate, and advanced levels.  No doubt, WUMC edu-
cation is a happening event every Sunday morning and 
Wednesday evening with the exciting Wednesday 
Night Live.  For more information on the exciting 
WUMC education opportunities, contact the church 
office or your friendly Education Ministry team 
leader, Dave Knichel.

LETTER FROM THE BISHOP
The Apostle Paul writes about the grace of God active in the 
churches of Macedonia  who, during a time of severe ordeal, 
gave not only according to their means but beyond their 
means (2 Corinthians 8).  This has been a challenging year 
for many of our churches but I give God thanks for the 635 
congregations that nevertheless gave 100% or more of their 
apportionments during 2009.  I am delighted, encouraged, 
and hopeful as I celebrate with you the ministry you are ac-
complishing through your congregation and through your ap-
portionment giving.

I want to congratulate you and your congregation and to ex-
press my personal appreciation for your giving 100% of your 
apportionments.  Your faithfulness to the apportionment 
covenant demonstrates a commitment to ministry beyond 
the walls of the local church.  By your giving you support 
ministerial education, our seminaries and United Methodist 
colleges, our work overseas, our conference camping, mis-
sions work, youth ministries, campus ministries, social ser-
vices, our development of new churches and strengthening 
of existing congregations, the administration of our connec-
tion, retired clergy benefits for those who have served our 
churches faithfully for years, and so many other significant 
ministries which no single local church could possibly accom-
plish without our connectional covenant.  Thank you.

Commitment to the apportionment covenant begins with the 
pastors and the lay leadership of the congregation, and I 
appreciate your helpfulness.  And no church gives fully with-
out a firm commitment from the membership of the local 
church, and I give God thanks for the vision, generosity, and 
faithfulness of your members.  And few churches are able 
to give apportionments without intentional planning, and I 
thank you for thinking ahead and including the ministries 
supported by apportionments in your budgeting and ministry 
plan.

Please know that you have my continuing pledge to see that 
the ministries supported by apportionment giving are fruit-
ful, held to an increasing expectation of accountability and 
excellence, and aligned with our core mission of making dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ.

Your church joins with many other congregations that gave 
full 100% support to apportionments in 2009.  The magni-
tude of ministry supported by our giving makes a substantial 
positive difference in the lives of people, congregations, and 
ministries within our conference and throughout the world.

Blessings to you and your congregation during these months 
to come as we all seek to serve the purposes of Christ in our 
work together.  Again, thank you.

Yours in Christ, Bishop Robert Schnase, Missouri Conference




