As 1 crossed the backyard on my way into the church today, something newly green caught my
Plll_-"“‘_'._ eye. Grass is growing in the playground area! There is no way I can complain about stormy
Jﬂ[‘;tgl’,'-f weather when I see such beauty it has produced. Only God provides precious water and bright
sunshine that changes brown soil into green carpet. Soon our children will be able to safely
play in the fenced-in area behind the church without skinning their knees. Serving the needs
of children and youth is a priority in accomplishing our mission to make disciples, and is the right thing to do.

God is -- indeed very -- good, and so are you.

My first message, delivered June 26, 2005, was about love, based on John 3:16; 15:12-13. The subject of my
final sermon, to be delivered June 27, 2010, will be about love, based on 1 John 3:11-23. When these biblical
lessons have fallen short of God's glory, you have listened respectfully. When the lessons have touched you,
you responded graciously. Over the past five years we have learned a little more about God's Word to-
gether. Thank you for your participation during 200-plus sermons.

On June 30 a moving van will pull up to 104 Glen Haven Drive, load my belongings and head northwest to Kan-
sas City, Missouri. Five full years have past since a van first unloaded “my stuff” and filled the parsonage.
Many of you were there to greet me. It has been a comfortable, secure, pleasant and convenient place to
live. Thank you.

Since this is my final article, I want to highlight a few of the many ways you have blessed my life: prayers,
smiles, hugs, encouragement, knowledge, pats on the back, food, road trips, livelihood and gifts. It hasn't
always been easy, but every step along the way has moved us on the path of becoming a more missional, more
outwardly focused church. Has the journey been worth it? You'd better believe it! | take with me memories
of those of you who have honored your membership vows, and experienced spiritual growth. You have allowed
me to conduct baptisms, confirmations, weddings and funerals. Thank you for traveling with me on this part
of my ministerial journey. 1 will remember you. God loves you and so do 1.

Pastor Bill is multi-gifted. He will use those gifts and his knowledge and experiences to help this church
move forward in making disciples who transform the world. 1 hope and believe you will give him and his fam-
ily, your prayerful and vocal support as he makes the short but significant transition from associate to senior
pastor. You are in good hands. See you in church, Pastor Londia
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LISTEN

Dear Church Family,

Due to the limited space (at least that's what the
office staff told me), this month's Listen article will
be extremely short. So, here it goes.

Yes, it's true; I have wholeheatedly accepted an
appointment here as the new Lead Pastor from Bishop
Schnase. It has been a privilege and a joy to serve
the past three years as your associate pastor. Thank
you for your support and prayers. Please don"t stop
the prayers. 1 will always remain grateful for Pastor
Londia’s leadership as she took me under her wing. |
am sure that 1 will not be the only one who will miss
her. Fortunately, we are a connectional church so we
have the opportunity to see her many more times in
the future. Finally, please know that I am truly
excited!

Grace and Peace, Pastor Bill

P.S. Okay, so now they tell me they need more filler.

As a kid, 1 used to collect pocket knives, as well as
unusual bottles made from cobalt glass. While 1 won't
go into the glass collection (it's complicated), I will
discuss the knives. 1 had a really cool collection of
blades. There were plenty of old advertising collecti-
bles along with several practical Swiss Army knives.
Of course, since the collection was owned by a young
boy longing for fierce adventure I managed to either
lose,or break the point off of many a blade. My knife
collection really didn"t last long. Much of it has been
broken, rusted, stolen or lost. As they say, "You can"t
take it with you."

So | have decided to start a new collection, one that
lasts forever! I want to collect your stories about how
Jesus has impacted your life.

Have you ever thought that stories about how people
have been changed by Jesus last for eternity? They
do! When you think about it, the more we tell our
stories, the more new "Jesus" stories evolve. Because
people come to Christ because of stories.

Please share your stories with me so that we can
share them with our community and world. |
promise, this collection will be bigger and better
than any knife collection, and in the process we
will make new disciples of Jesus Christ.

A CHANGE IN LEADERSHIP

In case you missed worship service on May 15,
Dennis Hutchinson and 1 made an announcement
about the upcoming changes that will take place in
our leadership this summer. Our Senior Pastor,
Pastor Londia, has accepted an appointment with St.
Luke's United Methodist Church in Kansas City
effective July 1, 2010. This will be a joyful home-
coming for Londia since St. Luke’s is the church
where she previously served as Student Local Pastor
for three years, and one of their Associate Pastor’s
for another three years. | believe that God has
great things in store for Pastor Londia, and I believe
she has been an absolute blessing to this church.

Pastor Bill O’'Neal has wholeheartedly accepted an
appointment here at Waynesville UMC as our new
Lead Pastor, effective July 1, 2010. Pastor Bill is
passionate about this church and the many mission
opportunities that are right outside our doors. We
are all thrilled to keep Pastor Bill and his family here
with us and look forward to his leadership in making
disciples of Jesus Christ.

Please continue to read your church bulletin and
watch for announcements regarding Pastor Londia’s
Farewell Event that will be held Sunday, June 27 at
2 p.m. We will celebrate her time here at Waynes-
ville UMC and to say our goodbyes. We will have
another party this summer to celebrate Pastor Bill's
appointment and to re-welcome his family to our
church.

Carrie Peterson, Chair
Pastor/Parish Relations Team






