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STEWARDSHIP

As the Stewardship Ministry Team Chair, I would like 
to thank everyone who supported the Stewardship 
Campaign last year.  Our team prayer is that in the 
coming months we will find ways to “Dare to Care”.  
On behalf of the Stewardship Team we pray for con-
tinued blessing for God’s Church on Lovely Lane in 
2010.  With that I will stop writing and insert words 
from Sue Kirkle.  Sue is not a member of our team 
but wanted to share a message she had on her heart. 
Thank you Sue, may God bless you and Tom for this 
poignant personal message.  My wish is that God would 
bless His congregation through her words.

God is good, all the time. And all the time, God is 
good. Since God is God, He deserves my love and obe-
dience in every area of my life. That includes how I 
deal with my money. Oh wait, I meant to say, how I 
deal with the money God gives me. The best way I 
can honor God in the area of money is by tithing be-
cause this is following what God tells me to do 
through Malachi 3, verses 6-12. I have not always 
tithed, in fact I raised our daughter to tithe before 
Tom and I were there ourselves. I wanted her to do 
what was pleasing to God and through my obedience in 
raising her up, God finally brought Tom and me to the 
point where we started tithing. Since that happened, 
the storehouses have opened up and the pests have 
been kept away (loosely paraphrasing part of Malachi 
3: 6-12).

Just recently, I had the opportunity to work an extra 
day that made up for the day I took off to have cata-
ract surgery. I took that to be a gift from God, that 
He allowed me to work the same number of hours 
even though I had to have one day off. Somehow He 
knew that His church needs my full tithe so He got 
me the extra work. It is never too late to do what 
God wants us to do and God will honor your obedience 
and step of faith because He knows how scary it is to 
let go of ourselves and let Him lead. 
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LISTEN
Have you armed yourself with the anti virus?  Have 
you fully turned your will and your life over to the 
care of Jesus Christ?   

If you have, what differences in your life have you 
noticed or became aware of? Is there joy, hope, 
peace and love in your life?  During times of trial, 
do you know that you are not alone, but with God?  
Do you have a heart to love and serve others? Are 
you able to share your personal story with someone 
who has not yet heard about, or accepted Christ 
either by word or deed, or both?  Have you experi-
enced a metamorphic reboot that can only be at-
tributed to the mystery of a life with Jesus 
Christ?

While Jesus was here, he told his disciples that he 
would make them fishers of people, and then they 
told some folks that they were fishers of people, 
and so on, and so on.  Are you a fisher of people?

Go fish.

Grace and Peace
Pastor Bill

SEEKING EMPLOYMENT?

Position Title:  Executive Director.
The Mission of the Council of Churches of the 
Ozarks:  to improve the quality of life in our region 
through collaborative outreach in the name of Jesus 
Christ, by doing together what can best be done 
together.

Submit resume and three references to Cindy 
Waites, Chair of Search Committee, Council of 
Churches of the Ozarks, P.O. Box 3947, Springfield, 
Missouri 65808-3947 or electronic submissions pre-
ferred to cwaites@ccozarks.org.

CREATIVE Words

PHISHING/FISHING

I recently installed an updated version of a virus pro-
tection program on both of my laptops.  Evidently, this 
latest version is one of the best programs available in 
preventing the nasty practice of phishing!  Until re-
cently, I was barely familiar with the subject of phish-
ing.  All I really knew was that I didn’t want anyone 
phishing on my computer.  Just the sound of someone 
phishing through your computer sounds awful, doesn’t 
it?  Anyway, I got curious enough that I found myself 
investigating this practice on Wikipedia.

This is what it said, “phishing is the criminally fraudu-
lent process of attempting to acquire sensitive informa-
tion such as usernames, passwords and credit card de-
tails by masquerading as a trustworthy entity in an elec-
tronic communication.”  

So there it is, Identity Theft!  

When it comes to phishing, someone is attempting to 
steal important information about you and I  so they can 
rob us blind!   The article further reported that these 
phishers of identity masquerade themselves as safe and 
popular sites.  For example, these phish-mongers even 
utilize popular logos from banks to lure unsuspecting 
souls into entering all their information into the caverns 
of their corrupt dens.   These bogus web-based pirate 
ships go after people who are poor unsuspecting souls 
who have average or below PC skills! 

I’m not making this up!  This is for real, just like evil  
is real.  

Since the fall of humanity, Satan has been trying to 
steal our identity as children of God; we who are cre-
ated in God’s image.  So God sent Jesus to save us from 
this malicious form of identity theft!  Are you familiar 
with the story?  Jesus came down as a little baby, who 
later bought our lives with his life?  Best of all, he is 
risen!

Larry Burkett used to host a radio show called 
Money Matters. He would recommend to folks who 
were struggling with the idea of tithing that they 
try it for a year and at the end of that time, if they 
were worse off than when they started, they could 
stop tithing. He guaranteed that through tithing the 
blessings would flow on the tither because that per-
son was being faithful and trusting in God’s word. I 
testify to that truth and encourage and challenge 
you to take the step in faith to tithe.

Mike True, Stewardship Chair 
(with a special message from Sue Kirkle)

WOMEN’S 
MINISTRY EVENT

We want to fill our church 
van and more to go to Good-
lettsville, TN (outside Nash-
ville) Feb 19 & 20, 2010.  
Come for a day of worship, 
teaching, prayer, ministry 
and fellowship with other 
women who seek to reflect 
God’s glory.  The keynote 
speaker is Laura Beach, Dea-
con of the United Methodist 
Church, Central Pennsylvania.  The worship leader is 
Cinde Lucas; evangelist, writer, speaker, singer and 
song writer.  Registration is $20 (lunch included).   
Registration is limited so please register early.  Con-
tact Judy Ries  at 573-336-3648 for a flyer.

NEW YEAR, NEW NAME

The newsletter now has a new name!  The Mission Call
reflects what our congregation needs to be thinking 
and doing.  It reminds us to put into practice what 
Jesus commanded us to do.  We repeat “Our Mission 
Statement” every Sunday and during every ministry 
team meeting.  What does the call to mission mean 
to you?  Read Matthew 28:19-20.



WET PANTS

Come with me to a third grade classroom...There is a 
nine-year-old kid sitting at his desk and all of a sud-
den, there is a puddle between his feet and the front 
of his pants are wet.  He thinks his heart is going to 
stop because he cannot possibly imagine how this has 
happened.  It’s never happened before, and he knows 
that when the boys find out he will never hear the end 
of it.  When the girls find out, they will never speak to 
him again as long as he lives.

The boy believes his heart is going to stop; he puts his 
head down and prays this prayer, ‘Dear God, this is an 
emergency!  I need help now!  Five minutes from now 
I’m dead meat.’

He looks up from his prayer and here comes the 
teacher with a look in her eyes that says he has been 
discovered.

As the teacher is walking toward him, a class mate 
named Susie is carrying a goldfish bowl that is filled 
with water.  Susie trips in front of the teacher and 
inexplicably dumps the bowl of water in the boy’s lap.

The boy pretends to be angry, but all the while is say-
ing to himself, ‘Thank you, Lord! Thank you, Lord!’

Now all of a sudden, instead of being the object of 
ridicule, the boy is the object of sympathy.  The 
teacher rushes him downstairs and gives him gym 
shorts to put on while his pants dry out.  All the other 
children are on their hands and knees cleaning up 
around his desk.  The sympathy is wonderful.  But as 
life would have it, the ridicule that should have been 
his has been transferred to someone else - Susie.

LIBRARY NEWS

We continue to receive new books through donations.  
Check the little lobby for most current books on the 
shelves.

For thought and actions in 2010, the following is a 
good book: Dropping Your Guard, by Charles Swindoll.

We can overcome indifference and build close, deep, 
caring relationships.  We can become participants in 
each other’s lives, not merely observers.  By learning 
tolerance and compassion for others, we can dis-
cover God’s grace in our own lives.  By embracing 
unity, we can become “one” without contrivance or 
compulsion.  Christian fellowship should be the saf-
est, the most honest, the sturdiest relationship on 
earth.

Dropping Your Guard is a compelling plea, an open in-
vitation for Christians to come together to divide 
their sorrows, to multiply their joys and to reach out 
in love.

May your new year be blessed and your comfort 
found in Christ.

Annette Troutt, Librarian
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She tries to help, but they tell her to get out.  
You’ve done enough, you klutz!’

Finally, at the end of the day, as they are waiting 
for the bus, the boy walks over to Susie and whis-
pers, ‘You did that on purpose, didn’t you?  Susie 
whispers back, ‘I wet my pants once, too.’

May God help us see the opportunities that are al-
ways around us to do good…

Remember...just going to church doesn’t make you a 
Christian any more than standing in your garage 
makes you a car.

                         Submitted by Jon Pool to church office

              THANK YOU!  THANK YOU! 

Hoping you experience their gift of wonder the whole 
year through.  Thank you for sharing your generosity 
and joy with the children and families we serve.

We wish you a heartwarming Holiday and Happy New 
Year.

Sincerely, 
Your Friends at Spofford

********

The Festival of Sharing has received your donation 
and gratefully acknowledges this cash gift.  Thank 
you for putting your love into action.

Terri Williams,
Festival of Sharing Coordinator

GOD’S PANTRY
Your support for the Give-A-Meal-A-Month Minis-
try is greatly appreciated.  Helping those who are 
less fortunate can make all the difference in hav-
ing something to eat or going hungry.   Donations 
will be distributed by God’s Pantry here at the 
church.   The menu for January is:  Tuna, Tuna 
Helper, Canned Green Beans & Fruit Cocktail. 

Missions in Action Team

Article submissions to The Mission Call 
can be sent to: 

waynesvilleumcoffice@embarqmail.com.  
Please include the words Newsletter Article
in the subject line.  Articles are due by the 

15th of every month.

White Gift Donations 

Missions in Action would like to thank all of you who 
donated gifts on Dec. 13, 2009—White Gift Sunday.  
Once again, your contributions were awesome!  Team 
members were able to deliver three carloads of 
white bags filled with games, toys, and clothing in 
support of the Angel program at Good Samaritan Re-
source Center in Waynesville.  These items were 
used to augment other community donations so that 
needy children from infant to age 17 could have a 
better Christmas in the midst of these difficult eco-
nomic times.  Also collected was $100 in cash dona-
tions to Good Sam’s “Pearls” program, which provided 
gift cards for senior citizens in need.  All donations 
were warmly received and much appreciated, a true 
measure of how WUMC is making a difference in our 
community.  Thanks again for your sacrifices for 
others, and keep up the good work!

Mary Bess
Missions in Action team 

IT’S TIME FOR CONFIRMATION

Do you have children or grandchildren who are 
completing 6th grade or higher, and are ready to 
confirm their faith in God?  If so, please contact 
the church office.  Classes will begin Wednesday, 
March 3.

PRAYER LIST
Those of you who have a family member or friend 
listed on our prayer list, please let us know their 
status and if they need to remain on the list.  
Thank you.

Church Office, 774-2299

**********

Whoever borrowed the overhead projector,  
please return it to the church.  Thank you.


