THE MISSION CALL

Waynesville United Methodist Church

Londia Granger Wright, Senior Pastor Bill O’'Neal, Associate Pastor
Phone: (573) 774-2299 Fax: (573) 774-5260
E-mail: waynesvilleumcoffice@embargmail.com Website: www.thewaynesvilleumc.org
Traditional Worship - 9:00 a.m. Sunday School - 10:20 a.m. Praise & Worship - 11:30 a.m.
Office hours: 8:30 am. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
February, 2010 Vol. 21 No. 2

e,

];'Elurtﬂr 5

I_Ieart
ASHES & LENT

The season of Lent begins Feb. 17 with Ash Wednesday service and concludes on Holy Saturday,

April 3. During these 40 days, not counting Sundays, we will prepare to celebrate Easter. Here
at WUMC we will continue our annual practice of fasting, praying, confessing and repenting of our sins. Please
begin preparing your hearts and minds to sacrifice and observe the spiritual disciplines: worship, Bible study,
fasting, praying, Christian conversations, acts of mercy, Holy Communion, Holy Baptism. You will be hearing
more about this season of preparation and penance in coming days and weeks.

In the meantime, begin to pray about what you will give up (fast) for 40 days in order to focus on the sacrifi-
cial price Jesus paid for your sins. Study the Book of Jonah, which will be our Lenten Bible study. Mark your
calendars, and instead of the Wednesday Night Live meal and classes, join us Feb. 17 —- Ash Wednesday
worship service at 6:30 p.m. In addition to receiving the ashes that remind us we are sinners, and the conse-
guences of sin, we will complete Vows for Fasting cards. The offering will go into the Benevolence Fund to help
those in need in our community and congregation.

PRAY FOR OUR CONFIRMATION STUDENTS

Be in prayer for the six youth who begin the Confirmation process next month. For six weeks the students will
study: (1) God, sin and grace; (2) Jesus Christ; (3) The Holy Spirit; (4) The Body of Christ in action; (5) United
Methodist History & Doctrine; and (6) What it means to be a Christian. The curriculum is titled, “Claim the
Name.” Ann Decker, pastor of Hazelgreen UMC will help me lead this class. As we meet March 3, 10, 24, 31 and
April 7 & 14, pray that our youth will understand and proclaim Jesus as Lord and Savior. Youth/Confirmation
Sunday is April 18, a blended worship day.

RETHINK CHURCH

The church-wide focus on thinking about what it means for the church to be the body of Christ continues. This
is a ministry goal for our denomination, not a program with a beginning and ending. 1 encourage you to reflect
on how our congregation can improve its Welcoming, Connecting and Identifying practices. Remember, we are
the body of Christ! And Our Mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of our commu-
nity and the world.

See you in church, Pastor Londia
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LISTEN

You Can Tune a Piano but You Can’t Tuna Fish

A friend of mine, Rev. Bill Kenagy, pastor of Rockville
United Methodist Church posted the following comment
on his wall this morning -

Sabbatical wisdom nugget: "The more you
practice giving your mental burdens to the
Lord, the more exciting it gets to see how
God will handle the things that are impos-
sible for you to do anything about." -
Laugh Again

I like that quote, as it reminds me of the Serenity
Prayer, “God grant me the serenity to accept the things
I cannot change, the courage to change the things 1 can,
and the wisdom to know the difference.”

Have you heard of the group, REO Speedwagon? Hon-
estly, no offense, but I've never been a big fan of
theirs. However, 1 really like the title to one of their
albums - “You Can Tune a Piano but You Can't Tuna Fish.”

Makes sense doesn't it? While there are some things |
can do, God is ultimately in charge. | mean, I'm pretty
sure it's safe to say that God can indeed tuna fish.

God certainly does amazingly awesome and mighty acts;
miracles that we often cannot even comprehend until
after God is finished. Yet, all too often we still spend a
great deal of time either worrying about things that are
completely out of our control, or we tend to take the
steering wheel and end up stranded in the middle of no-
where in a ditch! Or worse, we do absolutely nothing,
which can get us into quite a fix as well.

So where is the balance?

Maybe it's in the way we worship God. The kind of wor-
ship that Jesus talks about when he says, “God is spirit,
and those who worship him must worship in spirit and
truth.” - John 4:24

To live a truly fair and balanced life, a life of wis-
dom and spirit, we must experience the Means of
Grace daily. Yes, this is yet another appeal to
practice the means of grace: Prayer, Scripture,
Holy Communion, Spiritual Renewal and Healing,
Christian Community, Serving our neighbor, and
testimony.

“But 1 don’'t have time,” we say! Well, maybe if we
spent less time worrying and more time living, we
might just have more time to spend experiencing
the means of grace.

Worship God in spirit and truth
Wisdom

Balance

Serenity

Let Go Let God

Courage to change the things I can
Tune a piano

You can't tuna fish...

Peace Be With You.... Pastor Bill

gﬂ

Congratulations to Waynesville United Methodist
Church on being notified that you are an official
Welcoming Congregation for 2009.

Radical hospitality is a way of life. Your walk down
that path has begun. 1 look forward to your fur-
ther participation in the Igniting Ministries certi-
fication program. It will help you create an endur-
ing welcoming lifestyle.

Yours in Christ,
Bishop Robert Schnase, UM Missouri Conference
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EDUCATION

While traveling in the
Middle East, two Chris-
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lic humiliation. While in
jail they prayed and sang hymns while their fellow in-
mates looked on with humor and mocking. Suddenly
there was an earthguake and all the jail doors flew open.
The man in charge of the local village jail ran to the
damaged building to find many of the prisoners had es-
caped and knew he was in serious trouble with the local
leaders. He was so fearful he was about to kill himself
when one of the prisoners that did not run away shouted
to him, saying, “Stop, we are still here”. The jailer called
for lights and rushed in to find his two most important
prisoners, the two Christian missionaries, sitting on the
floor among the rubble. The jailer brought the men out-
side and was so moved by their faith in Jesus Christ he
asked, "Sirs, what must 1 do to be saved?” The jailer
received a life-changing education by two true believers
and became a disciple of Jesus Christ. We don’'t know
the name of the jailer but we do know the names of the
two Christian missionaries, Paul and Silas as recorded in
the Book of Acts, chapter 16 in the Bible. Christian
education happens every day, sometimes when we least
expect it. IT you want to learn more about Paul and Silas
and making disciples for Christ check out our many Sun-
day School and Wednesday Night Live classes. You never
know when you may need to convert a jailer. God bless.

Dave Knichel,
Education Ministry Chairperson

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

Please accept my gratitude for your prayers and en-
couragement as | prepared to bring the word to wor-
ship on January 10th. The Lord heard and answered
our prayers, allowing me to set aside my apprehen-
sion and hesitation. Your expressions of love and
kindness are greatly appreciated. I am so blessed to
serve the Lord by representing you as your Lay
Leader.

Blessings,
Dennis Hutchinson

Observe the
Season of

Lent. It will be
well with your
Soul. February 17
through April 3. 40
Days of Fasting &
Prayer.

Jesus fasted 40 days.
So can you.

See you Ash Wednes-
day, February 17 at
6:30 p.m.

IT'S TIME FOR CONFIRMATION

Do you have children or grandchildren who are
completing 6th grade or higher, and are ready to
confirm their faith in God? 1f so, please contact
the church office right away. Classes will begin
Wednesday, March 3.

PRAYER LIST

Those of you who have a family member or friend
listed on our prayer list, please let us know their
status and if they need to remain on the list.
Thank you.

Church Office, 774-2299
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Article submissions to The Mission Call
can be sent to:
waynesvilleumcoffice@embargmail.com.
Please include the words Newsletter Article
in the subject line. Articles are due by the
15" of every month.

HAPPY 100TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

Hello church family and friends. Did you know that
the scouting program that meets at our church is
alive and going strong? Some of you might be won-
dering what scouting is and how you can be a part
of it.

Boy Scouts is an old organization that was founded in
Great Britain by Sir Robert Baden-Powell in 1908 “to
help boys become better men and to have fun” while
doing it. Scouting was brought to the U.S. by William
D. Boyce in 1909 and was incorporated as the Boy
Scouts of America in 1910. “Service to others has
always been a central part of scouting” and through
their outstanding support toward the war effort
during WWI, the United States Congress showed its
appreciation by granting the organization a special
congressional charter in 1916.

Today, the scouting program is designed to meet the
needs of boys based on age. Cub Scouts is for boys
who are in the 1°* through 5" grade and can advance
from the rank of Tigerto WEBELOS. A Cub Scout
can bridge to Boy Scouts in February while in the 5
grade. A boy then remains in the Boy Scouts program
until he reaches his 18" birthday. While in Boy
Scouts, a boy can advance from the rank of Tender-
foot to Eagle. Boy Scouts of America has also added
a new co-ed program called Venturing Crew. This
program is designed for young adults from the age
of fourteen who have completed the 8" grade until
they reach their 21°* birthday. Venture Crew is de-
signed to “help young people to be responsible adults
through challenging and high-adventure activities”.
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The scouting program at our church is helping meet
the scouting needs of more than 120 young boys and
is said to be one of the biggest in the district. To
support such a large number of boys, many adult vol-
unteers from our community have stepped up to the
plate year after year to help meet the needs of the
boys and to provide a safe, fun and quality program.

There are three scouting units that meet at the
church weekly. The Cub Scouts Pack 202 and Venture
Crew 202 meet every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. while Boy
Scouts Troop 202 meets every Monday at 7:00 p.m.
These units are always in need of adult volunteers as
leaders, teachers and merit badge counselors. 1T you
would like to get involved in this great ministry, visit
any of the units during their scheduled meeting time
and speak to one of the leaders and find out where
you can be of help.

On February 8, 2010, the Boy Scouts of America will
be celebrating its 100th-year anniversary. As the ap-
pointed scouting representative of our church, |
would like to extend sincere appreciation to all of the
many dedicated adult volunteers that make scouting a
very successful program today. Thank you for the
great service that you provide to these young boys,
their families and to our communities.

We look forward to leading you in worship on Sunday,
Feb. 14, in both services.

Joe Bautista
WUMC Scouting Rep

GOD’S PANTRY
Your support for the Give-A-Meal-A-Month Minis-
try is greatly appreciated. Helping those who are
less fortunate can make all the difference in hav-
ing something to eat or going hungry. Donations
will be distributed by God's Pantry here at the
church. The menu for February is: Chicken Rice-a
-roni, Canned Chicken, Green Beans and Chocolate
Pudding Cups.--Missions in Action






