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WHOSE BIRTHDAY IS IT?
This December we are challenged to celebrate December 25™ as if it is Jesus' birthday, not

i, ours. This may be a difficult concept for some to embrace. Since Halloween we have been
F[“Fet;"l'-'f bombarded with glittering lights, reindeer, trees and Santa Claus. Our culture begins the

early manipulation of getting us into a spend-spend-spend frenzy. Whose obligation is it to

remind the world that this is the birthday of the savior of the world? Christians! And it is
preceded by Advent -- the month of anticipating the fulfillment of God's prophecy to send the Messiah.

As we go about our daily tasks, and prepare for Christmas, let us remember that Advent is a spiritual sea-
son. How can we honor this divine/human bundle of love and grace? How can we teach our children the true
significance of the season? Downplay the glitter and gloss, expensive gift exchanges, debt-producing rush.

It has even been suggested that we spend what we normally would spend on gifts, helping others--such as
Habitat for Humanity, Nothing But Nets, etc. During this time of economic uncertainty, “low-key" secular
participation and “high-key" worship and giving to those in need is a way to show the world that we Chris-
tians know whose birthday it is - Jesus, not ours.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday, Dec. 13

Sunday, Dec. 20

Thursday, Dec. 24

Sunday, Dec. 27

Sunday, Jan. 3
Sunday, Jan. 10

Christmas musical at both services
White Gift and Cozy Tree donations

Christmas message "Our Lord Comes"

Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion at 6:30 p.m.
Message: "One God, Many Names"
Nursery will be closed so staff can worship Baby Jesus

Blended Worship at 10:30 a.m.; Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Message: "The Missing Gift"

Blended Worship at 10:30 a.m.. Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.

Ministry Team Leaders Installation Day
Blended Worship followed by State of the Church Meal/Meeting
Nursery will be closed for staff participation

Have a holy and blessed Christmas followed by a glorious New Year.

See you in church, Pastor Londia
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LISTEN

Cupboards

Pssst! I have a story to tell you, but I'm not so sure
I'm supposed to tell it so you'll need to listen closely.
There is a Sunday School class around here that did
God stuff and I feel compelled to tell you the story.

One evening all of the people who attended received
a phone call & were asked to take a picture of their
kitchen cupboards with their cell phones and bring the
pics to class the following Sunday.

So anyway they did exactly as they were told. Of
course if it were me, I would have suggested to upload
the pics on fb (that's Face Book), but it wasn't me. I
didn't even think about it.

This Sunday School class, who I guess is going to re-
main anonymous, met at the instructed time and were
asked to pass their cellies (cell phones) around so
everyone could get a look-see at their cupboards.
Wow, they had some food in them, that's for sure!

Then - get this, they went into God's Pantry (that's
the food pantry we have here) and took a look-see atf
its cupboards. They were pretty bare.

Ewww. Not good. "How can we have plenty while oth-
ers have nothing?" was the question.

So each household challenged the other to spend $40
the following week on designated items for God's pan-
try. Some decided to go over the $40, as they could-
n't stop the madness. I heard that some households
made this a family event. Oh, and it's been mentioned
that God somehow mysteriously helped o fund this
venture for at least one home, maybe more, I don't
know.

Now there is food in the pantry and we can help folks
who have bare cupboards in their homes!

This is extravagant generosity with a touch of risk-
taking mission.

Thank you!

Grace and Peace, Pastor Bill

‘Tis the Season to be..GIVING!

This holiday season, Missions in Action is once again
sponsoring Cozy Kids Tree and White Gift Sunday.
Both of these activities offer wonderful opportunities
to pass on God's blessings to others. Your heart will be
uplifted as you donate o needy families in our own
community!

Cozy Kids Tree

Attention knitters and crocheters! Now is the time to
decorate the designated Christmas tree in the narthex
with handmade scarves, hats, mittens, etc.—anything
cozy for preschool and grade school children. Pur-
chased items are needed, too, including gloves, socks,
and underwear (up to size 6). Just place items on or
under the tree through Dec. 31°. All items will be
delivered to local Headstarts and elementary schools.

White Gift Sunday

This year we will celebrate White Gift Sunday on De-
cember 13™. This is a long-standing WUMC tradition
where we collect gifts for children and youth, as well as
monetary donations for senior citizens. Gift items are
collected by our children during both services, placed
under the Christmas tree in the sanctuary, and later
taken to Good Samaritan Resource Center for distribu-
tion to needy children. There is no need to wrap your
donations-- just place in white plastic bags. Gifts
for all ages are requested, including infants, but espe-
cially needed are gifts for older children aged 8-17.

If you prefer to donate to needy senior citizens,
please make monetary donations only, by cash or
check.. Funds collected will be used by Good Sam to
purchase gift cards which can be redeemed for items
such as medications, food, and other necessities. This
annual holiday program is called "Pearls.” Put cash do-
nations in an envelope marked "White Gift Sunday”, or
write a check to Good Samaritan Resource Center and
notate “Senior Citizens/Pearls.” Cash or checks may be
put in the offertory on December 13™ or brought to
the office no later than Friday, December 18th.
Missions in Action thanks you for making a differ-
ence in your community this Christmas season/

Mary Bess, Missions in Action member






