
 

 

Waynesville United Methodist Church 

301 Hwy T near Historic Route 66 

Waynesville, MO 65583 

 

Our Mission - To make disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transformation of our com- 

munity and the world. 
 

Our Vision - We commit with love to: 

Return Service Requested 

To God in praise, worship & prayer. 

To nurture through fellow-

ship, study and discipleship. 

To our community and world  

through mission activities, 

service and evangelism. 

  December Birthdays   December Anniversaries 
Jon Earl   1st 

Brittany Bohrer  5th 

Ashley Bohrer   5th 

Annelle Grosskreutz  7th 

Laura Pool   8th 

David Cartner   9th 

Ali Pool   13th 

Kaydyn Deutscher 15th 

Jon Pool  16th 

Garlan Schoenrock 17th 
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WHOSE BIRTHDAY IS IT? 

This December we are challenged to celebrate December 25th as if it is Jesus’ birthday, not 

ours. This may be a difficult concept for some to embrace. Since Halloween we have been 

bombarded with glittering lights, reindeer, trees and Santa Claus. Our culture begins the 

early manipulation of getting us into a spend-spend-spend frenzy. Whose obligation is it to 

remind the world that this is the birthday of the savior of the world? Christians! And it is 

preceded by Advent -- the month of anticipating the fulfillment of God’s prophecy to send the Messiah.  
 

As we go about our daily tasks, and prepare for Christmas, let us remember that Advent is a spiritual sea-

son. How can we honor this divine/human bundle of love and grace? How can we teach our children the true 

significance of the season? Downplay the glitter and gloss, expensive gift exchanges, debt-producing rush. 

It has even been suggested that we spend what we normally would spend on gifts, helping others--such as 

Habitat for Humanity, Nothing But Nets, etc. During this time of economic uncertainty, ―low-key‖ secular 

participation and ―high-key‖ worship and giving to those in need is a way to show the world that we Chris-

tians know whose birthday it is – Jesus, not ours. 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sunday, Dec. 13  Christmas musical at both services 

   White Gift and Cozy Tree donations 
 

Sunday, Dec. 20 Christmas message ―Our Lord Comes‖ 
 

Thursday, Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion at 6:30 p.m. 

   Message: ―One God, Many Names‖ 

   Nursery will be closed so staff can worship Baby Jesus 
 

Sunday, Dec. 27 Blended Worship at 10:30 a.m.; Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. 

   Message: ―The Missing Gift‖ 
 

Sunday, Jan. 3 Blended Worship at 10:30 a.m.; Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Sunday, Jan. 10 Ministry Team Leaders Installation Day 

   Blended Worship followed by State of the Church Meal/Meeting 

   Nursery will be closed for staff participation 
 

 Have a holy and blessed Christmas followed by a glorious New Year. 
 

 See you in church, Pastor Londia 

Jenny Goforth  21st 

David Dodds  22nd 

Butch O’Riley  22nd 

Deb Headley  23rd 

Joe Bautista  24th 

Anthony Carpenter 27th 

Tyler Prugh  27th 

Clarence Bott  31st 

Anni Reich  31st 

Rod & Beth Murray   3rd 

Michael & Janet France 17th 

Phillip & Pat Michaud  18th 

Jim & Mary Bess  20th 

Larry & Patti Goforth  22nd 

Mike & Maxine Thompson 22nd 

Ed & Nina Kimbrough  27th 

Joe & Kirsten Bautista  29th 

Mark & Dee Prugh  31st 
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THANK YOU -  To all the WUMC Nurture Team & Congregation, Thank you so much for all your prayers, positive 

thoughts and well wishes for a speedy recovery.  I have made lots of progress, and have had some set backs too, but 

with the strength of HIM and His followers, the set backs are short-lived and are always followed by even more pro-

gress.  We are so glad to have had the experience of WUMC; so fortunate to have had the congregation wrap their arms 

around us and call us - brother - sister - friend.  --Tracy & Jim, soon to be the ―Volpes‖ 
 

CHURCH FAMILY -  Thank you for being a part of Kaydyn’s baptism.  We greatly appreciate the beautiful quilt made for 

Kaydyn.  Our family is very excited to be a part of this wonderful church family.  Travis, Amber & Kaydyn Deutscher 

http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=8714
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LISTEN 

Cupboards 
 

Pssst!  I have a story to tell you, but I’m not so sure 

I’m supposed to tell it so you’ll need to listen closely.  

There is a Sunday School class around here that did 

God stuff and I feel compelled to tell you the story. 
 

One evening  all of the people who attended received 

a phone call  & were asked to take a picture of their 

kitchen cupboards with their cell phones and bring the 

pics to class the following Sunday. 
 

So anyway they did exactly as they were told.  Of 

course if it were me, I would have suggested to upload 

the pics on fb (that’s Face Book), but it wasn’t me.  I 

didn’t even think about it. 
 

This Sunday School class, who I guess is going to re-

main anonymous, met at the instructed time and  were 

asked to pass  their cellies (cell phones) around so 

everyone could get a look-see at their cupboards.   

Wow, they had some food in them, that’s for sure! 
 

Then - get this, they went into God’s Pantry (that’s 

the food pantry we have here) and took a look-see at 

its cupboards.  They were pretty bare. 
 

Ewww.  Not good. ―How can we have plenty while oth-

ers have nothing?‖  was the question. 
 

So each household challenged the other to spend $40 

the following week on designated items for God’s pan-

try.  Some decided to go over the $40, as they could-

n’t stop the madness. I heard that some households 

made this a family event.  Oh, and it’s been mentioned 

that God somehow mysteriously helped to fund this 

venture for at least one home, maybe more, I don’t 

know. 
 

Now there is food in the pantry and we can help folks 

who have bare cupboards in their homes! 
 

This is extravagant generosity with a touch of risk-

taking mission. 
 

Thank you! 
 

Grace and Peace, Pastor Bill 

„Tis the Season to be…GIVING! 
This holiday season, Missions in Action is once again 

sponsoring Cozy Kids Tree and White Gift Sunday.  

Both of these activities offer wonderful opportunities 

to pass on God’s blessings to others.  Your heart will be 

uplifted as you donate to needy families in our own 

community! 
 

Cozy Kids Tree 
Attention knitters and crocheters!  Now is the time to 

decorate the designated Christmas tree in the narthex 

with handmade scarves, hats, mittens, etc.—anything 

cozy for preschool and grade school children.  Pur-

chased items are needed, too, including gloves, socks, 

and underwear (up to size 6).  Just place items on or 

under the tree through Dec. 31st.  All items will be 

delivered to local Headstarts and elementary schools. 
 

White Gift Sunday 
This year we will celebrate White Gift Sunday on De-
cember 13th.  This is a long-standing WUMC tradition 

where we collect gifts for children and youth, as well as 

monetary donations for senior citizens.  Gift items are 

collected by our children during both services, placed 

under the Christmas tree in the sanctuary, and later 

taken to Good Samaritan Resource Center for  distribu-

tion to needy children.  There is no need to wrap your 
donations-- just place in white plastic bags.  Gifts 

for all ages are requested, including infants, but espe-
cially needed are gifts for older children aged 8-17. 
 

If you prefer to donate to needy senior citizens, 

please make monetary donations only, by cash or 

check..  Funds collected will be used by Good Sam to 

purchase gift cards which can be redeemed for items 

such as medications, food, and other necessities.  This 

annual holiday program is called “Pearls.”  Put cash do-

nations in an envelope marked ―White Gift Sunday‖, or 

write a check to Good Samaritan Resource Center and 

notate ―Senior Citizens/Pearls.‖  Cash or checks may be 

put in the offertory on December 13th or brought to 

the office no later than Friday, December 18th. 
Missions in Action thanks you for making a differ-
ence in your community this Christmas season! 
 

Mary Bess, Missions in Action member 

RISK-TAKING MISSION  

& SERVICE EVENT 

 
 

 

On Saturday, Oct 31st, twenty-five of us attended the 

Risk-Taking Mission & Service Event at Schweitzer United 

Methodist Church, in Springfield.  Wow!  It was an awe-

some event, with about 120 people in attendance!  The 

event was sponsored by Ozarks North, Ozarks South and 

the Southwest Districts of the Missouri United Methodist 

Conference, and the Office of Creative Ministries. 
 

The purpose of the event was to provide creative ideas and 

examples to encourage, challenge, and inspire participants 

to create and participate in practical ministries that make 

a positive difference in the lives of people within their lo-

cal community and throughout the world!  And, the goal   

was to remind us all of the call to serve! 
    
The guest speaker was Dr. Michael Slaughter, lead pastor 

at Ginghamsburg Church, in Tipp City, Ohio.   His life-long 

passion to reach the lost and set the oppressed free has 

now made him a tireless and leading advocate for the chil-

dren, women and men of Darfur, Sudan, named by the 

United Nations, as the worst humanitarian crisis area in 

the world today.  
 

Dr. Slaughter provided practical ways to reach out to 

those in our community, and discussed how his once small 

church became a mega church by applying many of the 

practical ideas shared with us that day.  He was a great 

speaker, and a great motivator!  He filled all our heads and 

hearts with super ideas to reach out to those in our own 

communities!   
 

We then got to attend two different workshops of our 

choosing.  I'm pretty sure that between the 25 of us that 

went, we covered all six of them!  
   

Churches & Schools in Partnership:  This workshop pro-

vided ideas and suggestions on partnering with our schools 

to address the needs of children and families. 

Office of Creative Ministries:  This one  covered all the 

things the Office of Creative Ministries can do to help our 

church become a stronger, more viable church.      

Ozarks Council of Churches:  This one talked about discov-

ering ways our church, in partnership with the Council of 

Churches of the Ozarks, can participate in outreach minis-

tries that improve the quality of life for some of the most 

vulnerable people in our region. 

Health Ministries:  Participants in this workshop re-

ceived practical guidelines on preventing the spread of 

flu and other illnesses at worship and other church 

events.   

Disaster Relief:  This workshop covered how our church 

can prepare and plan to care for and minister to people 

in the midst of disaster. 

Heart-2-Heart Outreach Ministries:   And, this one cov-

ered how one person's burden for people struggling in a 

rural community grew into a cooperative ministry that is 

making a difference in the hearts and lives of people.  
 

We then gathered back in the sanctuary to praise God 

for the wonderful day, and to sing more songs.  Then, 

just when we thought the fun was over, and it was time 

to come home, we got invited to the dedication event 

for the Habitat for Humanity House, in Legacy Trails 

Subdivision, just north of Springfield!   What an experi-

ence!  The family for whom the house was built was 

there, and they were so excited!  As the house was 

turned over to them, the lady was literally dancing for 

joy, and her four children did a cheer for those who at-

tended, thanking everyone for helping them.  It was so 

incredible!  The house was built in just two weeks!  This 

is the house just prior to completion.  Nice, heh?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a fantastic day!   I just know Jesus was grinning 

from ear to ear! 
 

Julie Johnson, Missions in Action member 

GAMAM - The menu for December is: Spaghetti, 

Pasta Sauce, Canned Green Beans & Canned Fruit. 

Donations are distributed by God’s Pantry here at our 

church.  Missions in Action Team 

 

ANGEL FOOD ORDERS - For December are due 

by Dec 4 and are to be picked up between 11 a.m. & 12:30 

p.m. Dec 19.  For more information call 573-774-5287. 




