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LISTEN
GIVING?

Suitcases packed?  
Check.  Hold on 
mail?  Check.  Bills 
paid up?  Check.  
Tithe to the 
church?  Uh-oh….

Did you forget something?  Things get busy over 
the summertime with vacations, visiting families, 
children at home, but our church family still counts 
on everyone’s faithfulness in financial giving.  And 
in case you’ve ever wondered  how much it takes to 
keep our church home up and running, it’s $37,000 
each month.  This is not a typo (smile).  Here are 
some of our monthly expenses:

Utilities (electric, water, gas); Phones; Conference 
& District Apportionments; Mortgage; Van; Payroll; 
Copiers Lease & Maintenance; Cleaning Service; 
Lawn Service; Trash Service; Ministry Team 
Spending; and Insurance to keep our church work-
ing for the glory of God, not counting Designated 
Fund expenses.  We pay for everything from ad-
vertising; curriculum for a dozen classes; Welcome 
Center food; paper for bulletins;  vehicle registra-
tion;  One Call Now telephone message services; 
Safe Sanctuary training; music license agreements; 
birthday cards; library books and as you can see 
above, so much more.  Aren’t these items covered 
in the budget?  Yes, but where does the budget 
money come from?  The congregation’s faithful and 
extravagant giving to the General Fund.

Extravagant?  Yes, I know that the news says we 
are in a financial crisis.  That doesn’t need to mean 
a crisis of faith.  Our God is a faithful God.  He 
knows when  your giving is harder to give than the 
Widow’s  Mite.  He sees your faith in action.  And 
He smiles to know that you’ve put your trust in Him 
instead of this world.  Thank you for your faithful 
giving to God through the church.

Finance Ministry Team

Proverbs

Once again I’d like to say that my family and I had a 
great vacation down in Florida and other areas south of 
here.  I did announce this last Sunday during worship, 
but apparently many of you are on vacation too, so I 
thought I’d express my appreciation in this issue of the 
newsletter.

Thank you… it really was GREAT.

With that said, I have to go back out of town tomorrow 
and won’t be back until Friday; and Annelle kindly in-
formed me that this article is due, or overdue.  She did 
recommend writing a short one, so here it is.…

A word from Proverbs 11 --  “You can’t find firm footing 
in a swamp, but life rooted in God stands firm” (The 
Message Bible).

Hmm.  Think about it, pray about it, and then talk to God 
about it.

Stay firm, Pastor Bill

   

   NEW WORSHIP SERVICE BEGINS

We are initiating a new worship service this August, 
called Taizé.  This will be an evening service in the 
chapel on every second Sunday at 6:30 p.m.  The 
dates are:  August 9th, September 13th, October 11th, 
November 8th, and December 13th.  The services will 
be very simple, focusing on prayer, silent meditation, 
simple music, and scripture readings in a comfortable, 
welcoming environment.  

I’ve selected some excerpts below from the Taizé 
(France) website as I believe that their own words 
can better convey some of the Taizé concepts far 
better than I could. -- Jim Rogers, Worship Chair.

Meditative Singing
“Singing is one of the most essential elements of wor-
ship. Short songs, repeated again and again, give it a 
meditative character. Using just a few words, they 
express a basic reality of faith, quickly grasped by 
the mind. As the words are sung over many times, this 
reality gradually penetrates the whole being. Medita-
tive singing thus becomes a way of listening to God. It 
allows everyone to take part in a time of prayer to-
gether and to remain together in attentive waiting on 
God, without having to fix the length of time too ex-
actly.”

Silent Prayer
“When we try to express communion with God in 
words, our minds quickly come up short. But, in the 
depths of our being, through the Holy Spirit, Christ 
is praying far more than we imagine.  Although God 
never stops trying to communicate with us, this is 
never in order to impose. The voice of God is often 
heard only in a whisper, in a breath of silence. Re-
maining in silence in God’s presence, open to the Holy 
Spirit, is already prayer.”

Young Adults and Prayer at Taizé

“What touches the young people in Taizé is perhaps 
the sense that we strive to make the expression of 
faith as simple as possible, without at the same time 
watering it down. They feel instinctively that the prayer 
proposed to them is not so much the translation into their 
own language of a reality that is foreign to them, but rather 
an invitation to a search that draws them onwards beyond 
themselves, that, by placing on their lips words from an-
other age, gently forces them to de-center themselves, to 
empty themselves.”

A Welcoming Space for Prayer and Worship

“A place of prayer can be made welcoming with very 
little: a cross, an open Bible, some candles, icons, and 
flowers. The lighting should be subdued, not glaring. 
Put a carpet in the center for those who wish to pray 
while kneeling or sitting on the ground; chairs or 
benches should also be available around the edges for 
those who prefer to sit on them.”

The Taizé Community

“Everything began in 1940 when, at the age of twenty-
five, Brother Roger left Switzerland, the country 
where he was born, to go and live in France, the coun-
try his mother came from.”

“Today, the Taizé Community is made up of over a hun-
dred brothers, Catholics and from various Protestant 
backgrounds, coming from around thirty nations. By its 
very existence, the community is a “parable of commu-
nity” that wants its life to be a sign of reconciliation 
between divided Christians and between separated 
peoples.”

For more information about Taizé:

http://www.taize.fr/en 

http://www.gbod.org/worship/events/faithsing/taize.
html

MEMBERSHIP

At the Praise & Worship service on July 19, we were 
blessed to receive Amy Bremer as a professing mem-
ber of our congregation.  We need to welcome Amy, 
along with her husband Matthew and their daughters, 
Emily & Caitlyn.  Please let them know how happy we
are to have them with us.

On July 26 we baptized baby Aiden David Richer dur-
ing Praise & Worship service.  Aiden is the son of 
Ericka Osborn Richer and Robert Richer.  He is also 
the grandson of Patrick and Viviane Wadleigh.  Con-
gratulations.

Have a wonderful “end of summer” and consider the 
bumper sticker I saw recently:  BLESSINGS 
HAPPEN!

Joan Murphy, Membership Secretary
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The Campus Ministries of the Missouri Confer-
ence are seeking contact information for all 
United Methodist students attending colleges and 
universities in their areas.  They are seeking cur-
rent email addresses, phone numbers and home 
addresses so students can be contacted before 
they arrive.  To find the campus ministry near the 
school that your students are attending, go to
Http://mosite.brickriver.com/page.asp?
PKValue=1266
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GAMAM

Your support for the Give-A-Meal-A-Month Min-
istry is greatly appreciated.  Helping those who 
are less fortunate can make all the difference in 
having something to eat or go hungry.  Donations 
will be distributed by the Good Samaritan Re-
source Center.   

The menu for August is:  Fruit (canned or dry), 
Sugar, Flour, Cornmeal.

DIVERSITY
On our vacation this past month, my daughter dis-
covered a birthmark.  When we started really look-
ing for them, we found four.  She was convinced 
that she couldn’t have four, because you can only 
have three.  I told her God can give as many birth-
marks as He wants, but she persisted that three 
was all He would give.  God doesn’t give anyone more 
than three birthmarks?  Where did you get that 
from?  “I just know”, she said.  Later on that week, 
I got the opportunity to see flying fish.  They really 
fly and they fly great distances.  I thought, how 
funny that God makes fish that can fly.  After some 
thinking I realized that God made birds that swim, 
too.  Penguins.  We also got to see a water spout.  It 
isn’t just a mist of water being drawn to the clouds.  
The water FLOWS UP.  John and I often talk about 
how diverse God is in His creation.  No two trees 
are alike.  No two branches are alike.  No two leaves 
are alike.  God likes diversity.  I think God appreci-
ates the diversity in our worship and in our service 
to Him and to others.

But back to the birthmarks and flying fish and pen-
guins.  What I realized is God can do whatever He 
wants.  He’s God.  There are young people with old 
souls and old people with young souls.  There are 
animals with their bones on the inside and animals 
with their bones on the outside and animals with no 
bones at all.  There are animals born in the water 
that breathe air, like dolphins and whales.  Everyone 
else in their environment would probably tell them 
to breathe water, but if they did, they would die.  
God didn’t make them that way. 

God has really opened my eyes to see that there are 
no rules to His will except His rules.  How unreason-
able it is that we continue to think we know who God 
is and what He will and will not do.  Personally, I 
would have never made jellyfish! 

Patricia Wilhelmi

CONGRATULATIONS

I happily extend congratulations to you, Bruce 
Wood, and the Waynesville United Methodist 
Church on being notified that you will receive an-
other Igniting Ministries matching funds grant, 
this time for Back-to-school 2009 advertising.  I 
pray that your congregation’s investment in inviting 
non-churched persons coupled with the response of 
Igniting Ministries will bear much fruit in reaching 
persons for Christ.

I praise God that you continue to extend your min-
istries to those around you as you seek to trans-
form lives and make disciples for Jesus Christ.

Yours in Christ,
Bishop Robert Schnase, Missouri Conference

The Gathering centered on three focus areas; Men’s rela-
tionships with God (Man to God), Men’s relationships with 
each other (Man to Man), and Men’s relationships to boys 
(Man to Boy). 

We attended three praise sessions which included worship 
songs led by Christian recording artist Paul Saik and music 
from Steve Hornbeak, Sheltered Reality, and Vince Gill.  
The sessions culminated with featured speakers who ad-
dressed each focus area.  

Featured speaker Bishop Hee-Soo Jung of the Northern 
Illinois Conference UMC spoke of the relationship men have 
with God and how He needs to be the focus of all we do.  Dr. 
Patrick Morley, the author of The Man in the Mirror, spoke 
of the church’s responsibility to men, i.e., holding men ac-
countable, nurturing future leaders, and teaching men to 
balance their lives between family, church, and jobs.  

My personal favorite was Reverend Kevass Harding from 
Dellrose UMC in Wichita, Kansas who talked about our re-
sponsibility to grow our boys into Christian men.  I was 
moved by his testimony about his own troubled childhood as 
a fatherless boy.  He was headed no where until a “Big 
Brother” came into his life, taught him to pray, and encour-
aged him to accept Christ into his life.  For me, Reverend 
Harding’s testimony really hit home as it closed the loop 
between the God, man, and boy. 

On Saturday afternoon we attended two seminars, one enti-
tled How to give your testimony and not look like a Dummy!, 
the other, UMM Men’s Ministry Specialist: Fielding a team 
to reach UM congregations and help them grow men in 
Christ.  Both seminars were insightful and gave us some 
good ideas that we could use for our UMM group.  We have 
literature and resources from both sessions to share with 
anyone interested.

I encourage all Methodist Men, whether you attend UMM 
meetings or not, to participate in one of these gatherings 
which are held every four years.  Our experience was uplift-
ing, informative and reminded us of our critical roles as men 
in the ministry of growing disciples.  Thanks for all that you 
do in the service of our Lord.

Tom Kirkle, United Methodist Men

Wednesday Night Live classes will begin August 19 
with a fellowship meal at 5:30 p.m. and classes at 
6:15 p.m.  Bring a friend!   

     UMM Gathering in Nashville

Hey brothers and sisters!  I want to share with you a 
brief trip report about the 10th National Gathering of 
United Methodist Men on 10-12 July.  Joe Bautista, 
Don Toft and I attended the gathering which was held 
on the campus of Belmont University in Nashville, TN.  




